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The Nativity of St John the Baptist - Yr B, 24 June 2012 

Holy Mass at Berala: Monday-Friday:6.45AM; Tuesday 7 PM Novena, then Mass; Wednesday—Friday 9.15 AM Saturday 8 AM  

Lord’s Day: Saturday 5 PM (Vigil), Sunday 8 AM, 10 AM; Reconciliation at Berala: Saturday 9.30 AM 

Holy Mass at Auburn South: Tuesday: 9.AM Mass; Lord’s Day, Sunday 9 AM, Reconciliation at Auburn South: Sunday 8.30 AM 

Baptisms, Weddings, and Anointing of the Sick by Appointment 

  

St John The Baptist 

Two years ago I visited a hill district in south west Jerusalem, called Ein Karem. I was there to visit the place 

where pregnant Mary greeted Elizabeth, pregnant with John the Baptist. Like John’s life, this village also has some 

stories of disastrous endings. After Byzantine time of glory, Arabs took over the place. The Crusaders made some 

attempt to regain holy sites of this place. But the Ottoman Empire established 

Muslim culture and Muslim population in the place. That too was to change after 

the Second World War. In the Ten-day war of 1948, Israelis drove all Palestinians 

out from the village and took over the Buildings and made them Israeli homes. 

Today there are two Catholic Churches and a Christian 

Monastery in this village, thanks to Franciscans. But 

there are hardly any Christians around. Herod 

devastated John’s life in his quest to prepare the way 

for Christ. In the later history the forerunner’s home 

village was devastated by Muslims and Jews. God’s 

ways are beyond our grasp. 

John’s birth itself was miraculous. In their old age, after Elizabeth had well and truly 

passed the child bearing age, God makes her bear a child for him. Today we are 

celebrating this miraculous birth of John the Baptist. There are only three birthdays we 

celebrate in the Church – Christmas (birthday of Jesus), Birthday of Mary, and Birthday 

of John the Baptist. These three birthdays were specially designed by God for the 

Salvation History. 

The Church of St John the Baptist is across the valley from the church of the Visitation. The church of Visitation was 

built on the site of the summer house of Elizabeth and Zachariah and the John’s birth was believed to be in their 

winter house. This tradition goes back to early centuries.   

All that happened to Elizabeth and Zachariah could be described as bizarre if you do not have eyes of faith. You 

need God-vision to see many of the great happenings in life in proper perspective. Without that what we see would 

be gloom and disaster. Therefore as we celebrate the solemn feast of the birth of John the Baptist, we shall continue 

to pray for the blessing of God-vision to see unexpected happenings in our lives in the right perspective.  

From you
r Pasto

r 

Parish Pastoral Council 

A Pastoral Council required to discern and formulate a pastoral plan for the parish. There is already a Council 

established for Auburn South. Now it is time to establish a Pastoral Council for St Peter Chanel Berala. Nomination 

Forms are available in the foyer of Berala church. Please make your nominations before 30 June. You could also 

make nominations using Email.  

I would like to have at least some of the prospective members of Pastoral Council register for the evangelisation 

seminar, PROCLAIM 2012. (details inside Bulletin). 

Church of St John the Baptist 

Church of Visitation 



The Legion of Mary 

The Legion of Mary plays a very vital role in Berala Parish. It is the only organisation that 

visits the elderly, the sick, the bereaved and Parishioners in Berala Nursing Home, Hospitals 

& St Joseph. The Legion is in dire need of new members and will hold a recruitment drive 

this weekend. At the end of Mass there will be members present handing out brochures and 

answering any questions you may have. Names, addresses and phone numbers of those wish-

ing to join will be taken to be followed up by a personal visit. We would encourage you all to 

consider our call as this will be the last chance to keep the Legion going. 

A message from Philomena Lopez, the president of Our Lady of the Annunciation presidium , St Peter Chanel Par-

ish: 

I joined the Legion of Mary as an active member in 2005. It is a very rewarding experience to work for Mother Mary and to 

support our Parish Priest. Since joining the Legion I have experienced Mother Mary’s help in a very subtle and silent way. I 

find that I have become more prayerful and have come to appreciate and love the sacrifice of the Holy Mass and Reconciliation.  

I was a very shy person and when I was approached to join the Legion I was very fearful that I was not worthy and inadequate 

to do the job, for I was not a people person. However, six years down the track has left me with a yearning to go out and do 

more for Jesus through his Mother Mary. I find that if you entrust all the work you need to do in Her hands she certainly takes 

care of it. What might have seemed arduous and tiresome becomes easy and enjoyable especially when you visit all the lonely 

and sick parishioners. You see their faces light up as they open the door to you and express that they missed the visits from the 

Legion.  

Since there are only two members left to carry on this essential work we are now appealing to all of you to consider joining the 

Legion; it is really a worthwhile cause. Please come and experience the abundance of grace that our Blessed Mother will be-

stow on you. She needs us to join her army to bring happiness and support to those in need. God bless and thank you. 

PROCLAIM 2012 
PROCLAIM 2012 is a conference on the New Evangelisation. It is for clergy and religious; diocesan and 

parish staff and volunteers. The focus is on parish evangelisation as the parishes are the communities given 

to us by the Church within which to live out our Catholic faith.  

The PROCLAIM 2012 conference will be held 9-11 August 2012 at The Concourse in Chatswood, a 

business district just north of Sydney. You could register for either all three days or just one day. The 

Topics on Saturday 11 August will be of special interest to our parish. It includes topics like ‘Change 

Management: maintenance to Mission’, Evangelisation through Stewardship’, Encouraging 

Women’s participation in the life of the Church’, ‘How to implement New Evangelisation in your 

parish’, ‘Communicating Christ, the Persuasive power of Gospel’, ‘Enriching the faith of Children, 

Families, and the Whole Parish Community’, ‘Discipleship’, ‘Migrant Communities’, ‘empowering 

parishioners to reconnect with Parish’, ‘Starting and Growing a Youth Ministry’, ‘raising up 

visionary youth leaders in the Church’, and ‘involving parishioners with outreach ministry’. These 

are the same topics I am hoping to deal with in the Pastoral Council of the parish. Therefore it will be of 

great benefit for the parish to have some of prospective members of the Parish Pastoral Council and other 

Ministries to participate in this seminar. At a meeting of St Joseph the Worker Pastoral Council, three 

people have already committed to the program. I would like to have some more volunteers, especially from  

St Peter Chanel, Berala also to attend the program.  

The Saturday seminar starts at 9 AM and finishes at 5.30 PM. Registration needs to be done before 30 

June. Therefore let me know if you are interested.  

With this program as a training and orientation for the ministries and pastoral activities, there are great 

opportunities for the parish. So I do encourage all those who is able to attend this program to consider it.  

After the amalgamation of St Joseph the Worker and St Peter Chanel, we shall draw a pastoral plan. I will 

be seeking input of the ministry groups of the parish to prepare the pastoral plan. 

Fr Thomas Kurunthanam 



 St Peter Chanel St Joseph the Worker 

Monday 6.45 AM Mass; Priests’ Day off Priests Day Off 

Tuesday 6.45 AM Mass, 7.00 PM Novena & Mass 9.00 AM Mass (School Children) 

Wednesday 6.45 AM Mass, 9.15 AM Mass  

Thursday 6.45 AM Mass, 9.15 AM Mass 9.00 AM Playgroup in Fr Mark Spora Room 

Friday 6.45 AM Mass, 9.15 AM  8.30 AM Rosary in Fr. Mark Spora Room 

Saturday 8.00 AM Mass, 9.30 AM Confession,  5.00 PM Vigil 

Mass 

 

Sunday 8.00 AM Mass. 10 AM Mass 8.30 AM Confession, 9.00 AM Mass 

Feast of St Thomas the Apostle 

St Thomas is the Apostle of India. He landed on the Kerala coast of India in 52 AD and was martyred in 

Chennai in 72 AD. July 3rd is the memorial Feast of St Thomas the Apostles. Fr Thomas will be 

celebrating a Malabar rite Mass in Malayalam on Next Sunday, 1 July, at 5.30 PM in St Peter Chanel 

Church to celebrate the feast. After the Mass there will be a upper in the Jubilee Hall. Parishioners are 

welcome to the Mass. For Catering purpose let Fr Thomas know if you plan to attend. 

P l a n n e d  G i v i n g  

Your contribution to the Planned Giving Program of the Parish is your appreciation for the Parish. At the end of the Financial 

Year you will receive a Receipt for your contributions which will enable you to claim Tax deduction. To join the Planned Giving 

Program fill this form, tear this part off and place it in the Sunday Collection plate 

Your Name:………………………………………………………….……….  Parish:             Berala /            Auburn South 

Telephone No …………………………………..  Or Email ID …………………………………………………………... 

Planned Giving Envelopes 2012 - 2013 

 The new Planned Giving Envelopes for the next financial year are now available for collection from the back 

of the Church. Please ensure you pick up your correct envelopes by checking that both your name and address     

correspond. Tax receipts for this financial year will be ready mid July.  

If you would like to commence donating to the Church kindly complete the form below and place it in one of the 

collection plates. Marie will then contact you. 

New Credit Card facilities 

The Parish now has a secure bank credit card facility available for Planned Giving. If you would like to 

change from weekly envelope giving to automatic monthly credit card payments please complete the blue 

credit card authority form from the back of the Church. Please hand completed forms to one of the priests 

or place in an envelope for the Parish Office.  

HOLY FATHER’S APPEAL 2012.   

Next weekend 30 June and 01 July, we will be holding the annual Holy Father’s Appeal. The Appeal unites us in 

solidarity to the Holy See and its works of charity. Your generosity allows the Pope to respond to our suffering 

brothers and sisters with love, and compassion, reaching out to those alone and in their time of need. Offerings to the 

Holy Father go  towards special projects in humanitarian work, social development and charitable works. 



Catholic Inquiry and GUIDED TOUR OF THE CHURCH 

A number of our parishioners have non-Catholic 

spouse. Some of them may be interested in 

knowing more about Catholic faith and practice. 

Some may even want to join Catholic Church. 

There could be other non Catholic families 

interested in Catholic Church. St Peter Chanel 

Parish is starting a program for the benefit of all 

who are interested in Catholic Church. It starts 

with a Guided Tour of St Peter Chanel Church. 

Lapsed Catholics wanting to restart also are 

invited to this program. After the Tour of the 

church, there will be weekly meetings where 

discussions on various topics will be held as well 

as prayer. The program also envisages hospitality of the parish to those who are inquiring. Therefore any 

parishioner wishing to be part of the team is also welcome to contact Fr Thomas. The Tour of the Church 

is conducted on a Sunday afternoon and repeated on following Thursday. You may choose either one to 

attend. 

When: Sunday, 15 July at 2.00 PM-3.00 PM 

 Repeated on Thursday, 19 July at 7.00PM – 8.00 PM 

Where: St Peter Chanel Church, 62 Kingsland Rd, Berala 

RSVP by email: spcberala@bigpond.com 

First Reconciliation Program 

A Program of preparation for First Reconciliation will be starting in July. Children from St Joseph the 

Worker School and St Peter Chanel School are invited to register for the program through their schools. 

Children from the State schools in the parish are invited to register through their Catechists. If there are 

any other children wishing to register for the program, please contact Fr Thomas or Fr Peter in the parish 

office. All Parishioners are invited to pray for the children and their families especially during this time of 

preparation. 

Planned Giving  Receipts 

Your contribution through Planned Giving Program is much appreciated by the parish. Tax Receipts for 

your Planned Giving Contribution 2011-12, will be available next weekend.  

Now that the parish has Credit Card Facility, anyone wishing to use their Card for contribution is welcome 

to contact parish office to set it up. 

Marie on Leave 

Marie Caldareri, our parish Secretary is on holidays for three weeks. In her absence some activities of the 

office may slow down. Sorry for the inconvenience. We wish her a happy holidays.  

If you do not get us on telephone, try leaving a message or use email. 

mailto:spcberala@bigpond.com


VOLUNTEERING WITH PALMS AUSTRALIA.   

Palms is a Catholic organisation which prepares, places and supports skilled volunteers in placements in developing 

countries for over 50 years.  Currently requests from communities such as Africa, Asia and the Pacific are higher than the 

number of volunteers.  An information session will be held in Sydney on Thursday, 28 June 2012 which will provide an 

opportunity for someone discerning to become a volunteer to learn more about global volunteering and to hear from 

our Executive Director, Roger O’Halloran and volunteers returned from the field. The session will be held at Aquinas 

Academy, Level 5 141 Harrington Street, The Rocks 5.45pm for a 6pm start. Palms are awaiting your valued services! For 

more details contact Sarah Torcasio at sarah@palms.org.au , Telephone: 02 9518 9551. 

CONFERENCE FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATORS 

The University of Notre Dame will be holding a Conference for Religious Educators on 09 – 10 July at the Sydney       

Campus, 104 Broadway.  The conference is for primary, secondary teachers, catechists and parents. Amongst the key-

note speakers are Anthony Cleary, Catholic Education Office RE&E, Archdiocese of Sydney and Bishop Michael Kennedy, 

Diocese of Armidale.  For more information please contact sydney.education@nd.edu.au  

RETREAT FOR WOMEN 

Single women (18-35 yrs) are invited to a retreat offered by The Archdiocese of Sydney which aims to assist them enter 

into a deeper relationship with Christ and grow to a fuller understanding of the unique purpose of their lives.  The      

retreat will be held from 24-26 August at Mulgoa. There will be catechesis on prayer, spiritual direction, scripture, life 

with Christ and the vocations to marriage and religious life.  Speakers include Bishop Peter       Comensoli, Sr Mary     

Rachel OP, Fr Greg Morgan (Retreat Chaplain), Sr Hilda Scott OSB, Dr Robert Tilley, Sr Moira Debono and Karen 

Doyle.  There is also an opportunity for private spiritual guidance.   

More details visit www.vocationcentre.org.au/importantdates or contact Elizabeth Arblaster on 9390 5937  or                                       

elizabeth.arblaster@sydneycatholic.org. 

MARIST COLLEGE EASTWOOD 75TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER REUNION.  

25 August 2012. To be held at the State Sports Centre, Homebush. Cost: $75 including 3 course meal. All profits raised 

go towards the Bursary Fund, which sponsors disadvantaged students at the school. Download your order form from the 

Marist College Eastwood Old Boys  Website. For more info contact oldboys@mce.nsw.edu.au or  9858 1644. 

SCENE VOCATIONS EXPO.  

Wednesday, 11 – Friday, 13 July: 11am – 4pm, Martin Place. Free outdoor festival of Catholic life and vocations with up 

to 48 stallholders from media, youth and family ministries, tertiary institutions, welfare, religious congregations and 

more. Also includes live entertainment and giveaways. Enquiries: 9390 5937 or visit                                                             

http://www.credosydney.org/our-works/scene/vocations-expo  

MARRIAGE MASS & RENEWAL OF VOWS 

The  Archdiocese Sydney will celebrate Marriage & Family Sunday on the 29th of July. As a  special event to  honour 

married couples in the archdiocese, His Eminence Cardinal Pell will celebrate a  Marriage Mass 

& Renewal of Vows at the 10.30am Solemn Mass at St Mary’s    Cathedral. Married couples who 

are celebrating a special anniversary this year (25, 30, 40, 50 or 60 years of marriage) and those 

couples married in the last 12 months are particularly invited to attend the Mass. In order for 

the newly-married and anniversary couples to receive a special acknowledgement on the day, 

we ask that all couples wishing to attend the Mass RSVP to lmfevents@sydneycatholic.org or 

phone 9390 5283. 



A n t i p h o n s  &  Re a d i n g s  

Entrance Antiphon: 

A man was sent from God, whose name was John. 

He came to testify to the light, 

to prepare a people fit for the Lord. 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  
 

R. I praise you for I am wonderfully made. 
 

O Lord, you search me and you know me, 

you know my resting and my rising, 

you discern my purpose from afar. 

You mark when I walk or lie down, 

all my ways lie open to you. R. 
 

For it was you who created my being, 

knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I thank you for the wonder of my being, 

for the wonders of all your creation. R. 
 

Already you knew my soul, 

my body held no secret from you 

when I was being fashioned in secret 

and moulded in the depths of the earth. R. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation: 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

You, child, will be called the prophet of the         

Most High; you will go before the Lord to            

prepare his ways. 

Alleluia! 

 

Communion Antiphon: 
 

Through the tender mercy of our God, 

the Dawn from on high will visit us. 

 

Today’s Readings 
 

Isaiah 49:1-6 

Acts 13:22-26 

Luke 1:57-66. 80 

B e ra l a  Ro s t e r s  —  G o d ’s  H o u s e  K e e p e r s ,  N e x t  We e k  

PILGRIM STATUE of Our Lady this week will 

be at the Amarille Home    2/15 St Johns Rd. 

Please join them any evening at 7.30 pm for 

the Rosary. 

Next Sunday’s Readings  
 

Wisdom 1: 13-15; 2: 23-24 

2 Corinthians 8:7. 9. 13-15 

Mark 5:21-43 

                                                                    1st July                                   13th Sunday in ordinary time 

Mass Vigil 8am 10am 

ACOLYTE E. DUFFY F.ROLL M. CAPRA 

ORGANIST ORGAN K.PARISH ELMER 

CANTOR J SALAR W.BAKER ELMER 

LECTOR/S J. ROCKLIFF A. WILLOUGHBY S. IACONA 

  K. YIP D GOOCH C. MARTIN 

COMMENTATOR N. DONNELLAN J.RODOREDA M. BOTHAM 

GIFTS G. TOBY G.FRAIETTA CHILDREN’S 

  FAMILY FAMILY LITURGY 

PIETY STALL M. HEYS A. WILLOUGHBY M. THAM 

Group 2: ALTAR – Bolonia family 

       COUNTERS – C Kensey; J Toby 
 

CHURCH CLEANERS -  Dom/Josie PANGILINAN 

HOLY SOULS       

Please pray for the peaceful repose of Helen Ugarkovic, Joseph Ly Pham, Joseph Hien Pham, Silvia Portelli, Joseph 

Portelli, Mamerto Bolonia Sr, Dec Memb of Bolonia & Arellano amilies, Samuel Amores, Mark Man-Wah Chiu, 

Noel Thomas Le Motte, Gert & Jack Herrmann, Percy Smith, Gerard McKay,  Mary Della Smith, Molly Walsh, 

Attracta Fernandaz,  Maria Speranza, Frank Picek, Mary Small, Charles  Kensey, Adrienne D’Souza, Carmen Portelli, 

Charlie Portelli, Bert Portelli, Anthony Portelli, Michael Wong, Donnellan, Strahan, Elek, Blazevic, Michael, Baini, 

Ross & Mitchell families and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time - Ruth Amores, Josephine 

Worthington 

May Their Souls Rest in Peace 


