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Fourth Sunday Ordinary Tiiméear A
29 January 2017

First Readpn®y: 3-13B: 12
Seek the Lord all you, the humble of the eafth,
you may perhaps find shelter on the day of | he
|l owly peopl e, anldsnwaelde selek ared ulgefti ni 1 he njame
wrong, will tell no | ies; and the perjured [ onog
able to graze and rest with no one to distufpb t
Second ReaddiCmg -3126
Take yourselves, brothers, at the time when| yolt
sense of the word, how many were influential pe
the wise that God chose what iIs foolish by hums
what 1 s weak by human reckoning; those whom| t he
that God ihassehwdenare nothing at all to shjow 1
has nothing to boast about to God, but you, | Goc
has become our wisdom, and our virtue, and pur
wants to boast, | et him boast about the Lorgd
Gospéai 512
Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill . [Ther
began to speak. This is what he taught them|
OHow happy are the poor in spirit: theirs | s t
earth for their heritage Happy those who mourt
thirst for what is right t hey shall be safi sf
Happy the pure in heart: they shall see God| I
Happy those who are persecuted in the cause| of
when people abuse you and persecute you and| spe
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward wil/l be gr
* » 4 T A (1)
Historical  |WH'HTE TN
| =) :
@Eﬁ[ﬁ Be-attitudes Covenant
Pur Ity One way to read the Beatitudes is that The structure of the Beatitudes can be

s . : o . Jesus was commending and blessing the seen as yet another attempt by God to
Egtr 't)éanﬂr'ymfgvcgh Wﬁ&&? aJT%rest)lrjiger; various people who found themselves in re-establish a covenant between Godself
and Pharisees maintained that only pure those sorts of conditions. Another, is as and the people. Throughout Jewish
adherence to the Law could make a person a list of qualities that all people should history, God called the people back into
acceptable in God’s eyes. Impurity came to strive to exhibit. It’s not just some people relationship and re-established God's
be associated with physical disease and who happen to be economically poor covenant with them. Like all the previous
injury. Those with severe disease or disability who are blessed. Rather, we must all versions of the covenant, the Beatitudes
were regarded as sinful and punished by have a poverty of spirit — a humility about contain both a series of demands and
SfOC:]- é:i?svfgafgmheafvé ';'22% aa“fetdhetﬁgsrg QT ell C YT Il | @ series of promises. It is a two-way
who maintained that purity came through el Ilves..AII.are called to hunger and Qeal. Tie TSt pent ol Gech Sealilude
strict observance of Law. Jesus Suggests thirst for justice and all are called to be is a statement of what the people are
that purity (and impurity) comes from within merciful. The Beatitudes are not a menu called to do and the second part is God’s
a person rather than from the outside - to select from, but rather an essential list promise of how they will be rewarded for
regardless of their observance of the Law. of ingredients. their right action.
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