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A New Pope, a New Vision!

up on Thursday morning to the news that ‘we have a new pope’. Pope Francis is
From a Jesuit from LatinI woke
America, born of working class Italian Migrant parents. He was not only the bishop
of Roman Catholics of his archdiocese but also of Eastern Rite Catholics in Argentina. Therefore we have a pope
now who can see the world and humanity from a different angle. He can see through the eyes of Eastern Rite
Christians and people who are economically or politically marginalised. During a 48 hour public servants of
Argentina strike in 2009, Pope Francis, then Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio, observed the difference between “poor
people who are persecuted demanding work, and rich people who are applauded for fleeing from justice”.
In today’s Gospel, we see Jesus observing human plight from a different dimension. A woman caught in
adultery was brought before Jesus for his verdict. The people who brought this woman to Jesus were not able to
look at the whole issue from the woman’s side. The Scribes and Pharisees, the elite of the community, thought
that they have the perfect ploy to test Jesus’ credentials in this case. If Jesus were to say follow the Law of
Moses and punish her by stoning her to death, he will be breaking the Roman Law which was the civil law then.
But if Jesus was to simply say, “let her go”, he could have been accused of not respecting the Law of Moses,
which was the religious Law. They thought they had Jesus trapped. What they did not know was that in the
pursuit of the Law, they have wandered away from mercy and forgiveness which is at the heart of Scriptural
revelation of God. To realize the primacy of mercy and forgiveness over sin and punishment, they had to look at
the issue from the side of the persecuted person.
Having said, “let those who have not sinned be the first to throw the stone”, Jesus saved the publically
humiliated woman from further embarrassment. In this regard our society has come a long way in our
humanitarian concern. Yet it is a long road ahead to shed legalism in favour of mercy and forgiveness. Whatever
heinous the crime is, we should not forget that there is a human being behind the criminal too. Therefore while
we try to stop any repeat of a crime, we should also consider goodness of all people involved.
Letting the woman brought before Jesus go, he also told her “do not sin again”. By showing mercy to the
sinner, Jesus did not make sin redundant. One of the fallacies of our times is to pretend that there is no sin. We
find enough excuses and explanations to pretend there is no sin. Denying the existence of sin is not the way to
find peace and joy. If that was the case we would not have had to deal with things like even children engaging in
violent criminal acts.
During this Lent examine your conscience for sins and faults that need attention and correction. After
seeking forgiveness for our sins we can be like St Paul who started a new mission in his life. Then we can say
with St Paul, “I forget the past and strain ahead for what is still to come; I am raising for the finish, for the prize
to which God calls us upwards to receive in Christ.”

Second Rite of Reconciliation for Easter
Tuesday, 26 March at 7.00 PM at St Peter Chanel, Berala with Adoration followed by Mass at 7.30PM
Holy Mass at Berala: Monday-Friday:6.45AM; Tuesday 7PM Novena, & Mass; Wednesday—Friday 9.15 AM Saturday 8 AM
Lord’s Day: Saturday 5 PM (Vigil), Sunday 8 AM, 10 AM; Reconciliation at Berala: Saturday 9.30 AM
Holy Mass at Auburn South: Tuesday 9AM, The Lord’s Day Sunday 9 AM, Reconciliation Sunday 8.30 AM
Baptisms, Weddings, and Anointing of the Sick by Appointment

St Peter Chanel

St Joseph the Worker

Monday

6.45 AM Mass

Tuesday

6.45AM Mass, 7.00PM Novena

9.00AM Mass

Wednesday

6.45 AM Mass, 9.15 AM Mass,
Secretary Available

Secretary Available.

Thursday

6.45 AM Mass, 9.15 AM Mass.
Secretary Available.

Secretary Available.

Friday

6.45 AM Mass, 9.15 AM Mass,
7.00PM Stations of the Cross

Saturday

8.00AM Mass, 9.30 AM Confession,
5.00 PM Vigil Mass

Sunday

8.00 AM Mass, 10 AM Mass
5.00PM Choir Practice

8.30 AM Confession, 9.00 AM Mass

Hospitality at SPC
This Sunday morning tea is hosted by Ann Marie after the 10.00AM Mass. Please
stay and join us for a cuppa and chat. Thank you to all the volunteers for hosting this
wonderful event.
Next week Jenny Michael will host morning tea after 8.00AM Mass Sunday.

Altar Servers Training
Training for Altar servers will be commencing soon. Please contact Fr Peter or Fr Thomas if you
are interested in being an Altar Server.

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross are held on Friday evenings at 7 PM at St Peter Chanel Church, during the Lenten
season. It is a good spiritual practice for Lenten observance.

Choir Practice
The combined choir will be meeting at 5pm every Sunday in preparation for the singing in Holy Week.

Laptops for Vietnam
Vince Mai is collecting used laptops to distribute in Vietnam. if you have any used laptop in working
condition, leave in the presbytery for Fr Thomas who will take it to Vince Mai.

Invitation to Acolytes
Fr Thomas invites all Acolytes to vest and join in serving the liturgies on Holy Thursday, Passion
Service on Good Friday and Easter Vigil. (Easter Triduum)

Palms for Palm Sunday
Thank you to Arthur Doumit for offering to provide the Palms. Still Parishioners are welcome to
bring their own Palms/branches if they wish to do so.

Confirmation Enrolment & Commitments
Candidates from Non-Parish schools will be enrolling and making their
commitment to Confirmation this weekend. Please keep them in your prayers.

Holy Week Schedule
St Peter Chanel Berala
Holy Thursday Mass of the Last Supper of the Lord and washing of Feet at 7.30 PM
Good Friday: Stations of the Cross at 10.00 AM,
Passion of the Lord at 3.00 PM
Holy Saturday: Morning Prayer and Blessing of Food at 8.00 AM
Easter Vigil at 7.00 PM
Easter Sunday: Mass at 8.00 AM and 10.00 AM

St Joseph the Worker, Auburn South
Holy Thursday: Mass of Lord’s Supper at 6.00 PM
Good Friday: Stations of the Cross at 10 AM;
Passion of the Lord at 3.00 PM
Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil at 6.00 PM
Easter Sunday: Mass at 9.00 AM

Second Rite of Reconciliation for Easter
Tuesday, 26 March at 7.00 PM at St Peter Chanel, Berala with Adoration followed by Mass at 7.30PM

Is There More to Life?
St Peter Chanel and St Joseph the Worker together are offering a practical
introduction to Jesus, called the Alpha Course.
Since last week the principals of St Peter Chanel Primary, St Joseph the Worker
Primary, and Trinity College met with Fr Thomas and James Van Schie to discuss Alpha
Program in Berala. All three principals whole heartedly offered their support. They also
recommended Alpha to be offered in various languages.
John Robinson, Principal of Trinity College offered the college facilities for the extra space
required for this. Therefore we are seeking expression of interest in other languages as well.
We will also be offering child minding for the young parents with children, if they require one.
What is Alpha?
Alpha is a 10 week course that explores some of the basic questions of life. Participants meet once
a week in our hall and share a light meal, followed by a short talk about the Christian faith and then some
open discussion.
There is a video on the parish website (www.stpeter-stjoseph.org.au) with and introduction to Alpha.
Who is this for?
Alpha is for anyone and everyone from 16 to 106. It suits people who would
like to rediscover their Christian faith and it is also helpful for those who wish to
learn about the essential purpose of the Christian faith.
When does it start?
Wednesday, 1 May, 7pm. Though it was initially planned to hold on
Thursday nights, the day is changed to Wednesday to make it available for senior
students from the college who work on Thursdays.
The course is free.

SJW Kindergarten Enrolments for 2014
If you have a preschooler who turns 5 before July 31st, 2014 and would like to enrol him/her at St Joseph
the Worker Catholic Primary School, Auburn South for 2014, please collect an enrolment form from the
office. We offer a small school in a caring environment with decicated staff.
2 New Street Auburn. Phone 9646 1434 www.stjwauburn.catholic.edu.au

SPC Kindergarten Enrolments for 2014
St Peter Chanel Catholic Primary School is accepting enrolments for Kindergarten
2014 from Monday 11 March. Enrolment forms are available from the school office.
At St Peter Chanel School our values come from the teaching of Jesus; we accept
people as they are, we work in partnership with the school and wider community and
we celebrate our faith, life and culture.
We are committed to excellence in education, we create a safe, secure and exciting
learning environment where every child is valued and contributes to their learning through innovative
teaching and learning opportunities.
Our school is well equipped with the latest technology tools and resources are continuously updated. The
staff are focused on student learning and communication with parents and carers is of a high priority.
For further information please go to our website; www.spcregentspark.catholic.edu.au

Trinity Catholic College
Trinity Catholic College offers high a quality Catholic education for
boys and girls from Year 7 to Year 12.
In 2012 the College received 85% of all courses above state average.
An open afternoon will be held for all prospective Year 7 students for
2014 and their parents at the Regents Park Campus on Wednesday
20th March from 3.30 - 5.30pm. For all enquiries please ring the
College on 9644 7217.

PILGRIM STATUE
Our Lady this week will be at the Abadam home, 2/79 Vaughan St Berala.
Please join them any evening at 7.30pm for the Rosary.
“Family that pray together stay together” the Rosary Statue is still visiting
homes of parishioners of St Peter Chanel every Saturday.
If you would like to host Our Lady for a week please contact
Mona for booking on 9709 8701 or 0417 282 603.

ROSARY STATUE at St Joseph the Worker
-an inspiration for daily recitation of the Rosary.Anybody who is interested in having Our Lady's Statue in their home for a week please put
your name, address and phone number on the roster. Claudette Abu Azzar will contact
those interested persons, for delivery and pick up of the Rosary Statue.
Thank you from the Legion of Mary

So, what’s been happening inside the Vatican?
When one thinks about all the media attention on the Catholic
Church at the moment it is almost flattering. The whole world wants to
know what’s been happening inside the Vatican. It is true that some in
the media try to create scandals out of nothing at every turn, persistently portraying the Church as a
sinking ship. But no matter how critical they may be of the Catholic Church, they are helplessly interested
in her; they cannot ignore her or leave her alone!
It is interesting to see so many “uncatholic” commentators attempting to speak authoritatively on
Catholic matters. They speak with a combined air of church historians, theologians and even spiritual
masters! In order to support their claims they turn, for example, to an ex-priest and call him a “prominent
Catholic” because he tells them what they want to hear. These media personalities usually end up
propagating their own preconceived ideas under the guise of objective journalism.
Whenever the media reports on the Catholic Church, any reasonable person should think twice:
‘The media informs me that something is up. Now, I need to find out what is “actually” going on.’ One of
the great benefits of the internet is that it allows us to turn to other sources of information apart from the
mainstream “secular” media.
So, what’s been happening inside the Vatican, in the lead up to the conclave? Let us hear from an
actual insider, Cardinal Timothy Dolan who is the archbishop of New York:
So, you may be astonished to hear, we spend most of our times discussing issues such as preaching;
teaching the faith; celebrating the seven sacraments; inviting back those believers who have left;
serving the sick and poor, the “least of these;” sustaining our splendid schools, hospitals, and agencies
of charity; encouraging our brother priests, bishops, deacons, and consecrated women and men
religious; supporting our pastors – and getting more of them! – and our parishes; forming future
priests well; loving our married couples and our families, and defending the dignity of marriage;
protecting life where it is most in danger because of war, poverty, or abortion; and reinforcing the
universal call to holiness given all in the Church.
Those are the “big issues.” You may find that hard to believe, since the “word on the street” is that
all we talk about is corruption in the Vatican, sexual abuse, money.
Do these topics come up? Yes! Do they dominate? No!

By Fr Peter Kwak
Seniors Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral
All Parishioners are invited to attend the Seniors Mass in the Crypt at St Mary’s Cathedral on
Thursday, March 21, 2013 at 11am. It will be celebrated by Rev Geoffrey Plant who is the Spiritual
Advisor to Life Ascending in Sydney. This movement is for senior or retired people and concentrates on
Spirituality, Friendship and the Christian mission of Loving Service. Phone Roy Cooke on 9771 3609 or
visit lifeascending.org.au for more information.

Planned Giving
Your contribution to the Planned Giving Program of the Parish is your appreciation for the Parish.
At the end of the Financial Year you will receive a Receipt for your contributions which will enable
you to claim Tax deduction. To join the Planned Giving Program with envelopes fill in a Census
form or if you prefer monthly Credit Card Planned Giving fill in a credit card authority for
deduction form. Both these forms may be found in the Church foyer or may be downloaded from
the website. Otherwise e-mail Marie at the Parish Office who will send a form to you.

Project Compassion 2013
Bernard’s story
The youngest of 13 children, Bernard’s dad left when he was only one
and Bernard always felt it was his responsibility to keep everyone
together. From a very young age, he had a strong bond with his mum
but as he got older he started to wonder more about his father.
He did very well at school, becoming the second ever Aboriginal school captain at Nambucca Heads
High School. However two years later, his beloved mum passed away.
“That really hit me hard. I was so close to her. We would sit down and talk about anything, mostly on
our fishing trips. I would always tell Mum I loved her; when she cried, I cried – and then she was
gone.”
Bernard soon lost direction in his life, turning to drugs and alcohol, and at 25, he was admitted to
hospital where his father came to visit. Although back in his life, Bernard still desperately grieved the
loss of his beloved mum.
A close friend told him about Tom Powell’s Red Dust Healing – a program for Indigenous men and
women which encourages participants to examine their own personal hurt and allows them to heal
from within; without drugs or alcohol.
The program provided a safe space to talk and Bernard said it changed everything: “Now I know how
to express how I feel. I know that it’s good to talk about things, to get it out and not bottle it up inside.”
Recently becoming a father, Bernard is determined to always be there for his daughter; he
understands how important his role within family life is.
“Thanks to Tom and to Caritas Australia, because Red Dust Healing has taught me about being a
man and being a father.”
Your support ensures that together, we are walking alongside Indigenous Peoples in Australia
and around the world.

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION 2013
The annual collection for the support of the Church in the Holy Land takes place on Good
Friday at the 3.00PM Passion Service. This collection promotes the missionary work of the
Church in the Holy Land by providing welfare assistance to local Christians in areas such as
health, education, employment and housing. Parishes, schools, orphanages and medical
centres throughout the Holy Land also rely on assistance from the Good Friday collection.
The collection is also used to maintain 74 churches and shrines associated with the life of
Jesus. Last year, Catholics from the Sydney archdiocese donated $233,820 to this cause,
despite tough economic times and natural disasters which put a strain on family budgets
and financial resources. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. Please remember the
Christians of the Holy Land again on this Good Friday. Please also pray that peace and
harmony will become a reality in the birthplace of Jesus, the “Prince of Peace’.
HOLY SOULS
Please pray for the peaceful repose of Mark Man-Wah Chiu, Kevin O’Brien, Joseph & Sylvia Portelli.
And the deceased members and friends of the following families Donnellan, Ross & Mitchell.
and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time Mamerto Bolonia Sr, Jack Thorpe

May Their Souls Rest in Peace

Prenatal Testing
Advances in pregnancy care mean childbirth is now safer than ever before. But modern pregnancy care
can also have its downsides. A new booklet has drawn upon the work of the Anscombe Bioethics Centre
at Oxford University, as well as input from Catholic medical and nursing practitioners, parents and
specialists in the fields of disability services and genetic counselling. A copy of this booklet on Prenatal
Testing from the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference may be obtained from the foyer of the Church.

Free e-book on the daily Gospel of this year 2013
The following free e-book, entitled Son of God: The Daily Gospel Year C-1 presents the Gospel of each
day of this Liturgical Year C-1 (2013), together with a reflection on each Gospel passage. It will also serve
for any C-1 Liturgical Year. The book carries the Imprimatur of Bishop Anthony Fisher OP of Parramatta.
The e-book (7 mb size) may be downloaded to one's computer or to one's e-reader, and is free of charge.
The URL address to download the book is as follows: www.catholic-thoughts.info/ebook/
CatholicCare Sydney’s annual St Patrick’s Day Luncheon is on again! It’s a day of fashion, food and
traditional Irish fun, and a chance to raise funds to support homeless young people. Monday 18 March at
NSW Parliament House. Tickets are available now. Visit www.catholiccare.org or call (02) 9509 1111.

The Gift of Presence
Please come to "mass, talk and reflection" this Wednesday March 20th from 5.30 pm to 7 pm At St
Patricks in the City. The focus of the talk is on "The Gift of Presence". This is part of the Marist Laity
Australia monthly meetings. Mass will start in the Church and then move to the crypt. For more information
contact info@maristlaityaustralia.com or just turn up.

The Gift of Children – An Afternoon for Couples Hoping to Conceive will take place on Saturday, 23rd
March, at the Catholic Adult Education Centre, 3 Keating St, Lidcombe from 2.00 pm to 4.30 pm. The
afternoon will feature talks, testimonies, Order of Blessing for couples seeking the gift of a child, and
afternoon tea. Enquiries and RSVPs to the Life, Marriage and Family Centre on 9390 5283 or
lmfevents@sydneycatholic.org.
GRACEFEST 2013. Join with hundreds of young people as we celebrate our faith together in the journey
towards Holy Week 2013. Live worship, prayer and adoration, along with a preaching by Cardinal Pell on
return from the Conclave, this night is set to be one to remember. Sat, 23 March 2013, 6.30pm at St Mary’s
Cathedral Hall. For more details, please visit www.sydneycatholic.org/gracefest
HAVE YOU OR ANYONE YOU KNOW BEEN HURT BY AN ABORTION EXPERIENCE? Rachel’s
Vineyard Ministries offers support and spiritual healing at a Catholic retreat. The next retreat is April 5-7. Call
or SMS the confidential voicemail: 0400 092 555. See details at: www.rachelsvineyard.org.au .

CROATIAN COMMUNITY INFO FOR KIDS!!
Croatian Schools At St Anthony’s Croatian Catholic Church, Summer Hill (15 Prospect Rd):
REGISTRATION & Classes are held every TUESDAY during NSW School Terms:
Session ONE: 4:30pm – 6:15pm Yr 1 to Yr 3 - Session TWO: 6:30pm – 8:30pm Yr 4 to Yr 6 - Session THREE:
8:30pm – 10:00pm Adults. For more info contact Ivica Kovač on 0407467692 or ivicakovac@optusnet.com.au
At Beverly Hills Girls High School - Melvin St North, Beverly Hills
REGISTRATION & Classes are held every SATURDAY during NSW School Terms: There are 2 classes –
Kinder to Yr 3 and Yr 4 to Yr 6 (3pm to 5pm). For info contact Ruža Martinović on 0413 105 261.
Croatian Folkloric Dancing
At Croatian Club Punchbowl (Cnr Punchbowl & Canterbury Rd’s) With ‘Mladi Frankopani’
REGISTRATION & Practice every Monday starting at 7.00pm All children from 5 years & up are encouraged to
join! For more info contact Tania on 0416 436 245 or mladifrankopani@hotmail.com
Also, at the same venue: With ‘Croatian Folkloric Ensemble – Sydney’ - REGISTRATION & Practice every
Wednesday starting at 7.00pm
For more info contact Robert on 0415 259 732, Diane on 0404 936 184 or croatiasydney@live.com.au

Antiphons & Readings
Entrance Antiphon:
Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause against
a nation that is faithless. From the deceitful and
cunning rescue me, for you, O God, are my strength.

They go out, they go out, full of tears,
carrying seed for the sowing:
they come back, they come back, full of song,
carrying their sheaves. R.

Responsorial Psalm:
R. The Lord has done great things for us;
we are filled with joy.
When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage,
it seemed like a dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
on our lips there were songs. R.
The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels
the Lord worked for them!’
What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad. R.
Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage
as streams in dry land.
Those who are sowing in tears
will sing when they reap. R.

Gospel Acclamation:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of
endless glory!
With all your heart turn to me,
for I am tender and compassionate.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of
endless glory!
Communion Antiphon:
Has no one condemned you, woman? No one, Lord.
Neither shall I condemn you. From now on, sin no
more.
Today’s Readings
Isaiah 43:16-21
Philippians 3:8-14
John 8:1-11

Next Sunday’s Readings
Isaiah 50:4-7
Philippians 2:6-11
Luke 22:14 - 23:56

B e r a l a Ro s t e r s — G o d ’s H o u s e K e e p e r s , N e x t We e k
24th March
Mass
ACOLYTE
ORGANIST
CANTOR
LECTOR/S
COMMENTATOR
GIFTS
PIETY STALL

Vigil
J MARMAN
LYN FORBES
LYN FORBES
J DONNELLAN
J SKERRIT
P DUFFY
D BOYD
FAMILY
M LEWIS

8AM
F ROLL
KATE PARISH
& WILMA BAKER
K HARTMAN
C KENSEY
P A DUFFY
WARDENS
------R TESTA

Group 4: ALTAR – S Cendra-Kahoe; A Yip.
Group 4: COUNTERS – Jenny Michael; Charlie Scully; Kay Scully.
CHILDREN’S LITURGY - ALICIA McLAREN & MARIA JURCIC

Palm Sunday
10AM
M. CAPRA
ELIZABETH
& LEA
K CAROLL
R JAKSIC
F.BOLONIA
CHILDREN’S
LITURGY
M THAM

Church Cleaners: Mar 23
Norie/Gie SITCHON

Auburn South Roster - God’s Housekeepers, Next Week
24th March

Palm Sunday

1st Reading & Resp. Psalm

Karim Kassis

Altar Servers

TBA

2nd Reading

Michael Chow

Cleaning

Irene Kula

Prayers of the Faithful

Ingrid Scharenguivel

Please contact William Andrews on 97020428 or 0410878952 if you are interested in
volunteering at Auburn South Church in any way.
A little boy was overheard praying:
'Lord, if you can't make me a better boy, don't worry about it.
I'm having a real good time like I am.'

