
21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 23 AUGUST 2020 

Choose Peter Over Premier 
CathNews recently (14 August) reported the following: 

 In an open letter to Perth Catholics on July 2, Archbishop Costelloe said one of the main 
purposes of the amendments to the Children and Community Services Act 2004 was to 
introduce mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse for ministers of religion, which includes 
“religious confession”. 

Archbishop Costelloe was joined at the August 6 hearing by Coptic Orthodox priest Fr Abram 
Abdelmalek, representing the Coptic and Oriental Orthodox Churches. 

“In my eight-and-a-half years as the Archbishop of Perth, I’ve never tried to do anything other than 
acknowledge that dreadful history [of sexual abuse], nor have I walked away from the need to translate 
words into actions,” Archbishop Costelloe told the committee. 

“And it’s because of this that I understand why people are confused, or even dismayed by my insistence 
on upholding the principle of the absolute confidentiality of confession, as it is practised in the Catholic 
Church.” 

“However, sins are not confessed to the priest, but to God,” Archbishop Costelloe said.  “The priest, 
therefore, has no right or authority to disclose anything that takes place in this intimate encounter with 
God.” 

“To make the free practice of an essential aspect of the Catholic faith illegal, seems to me to be 
something that modern secular societies have always understood to be beyond the limits of their 
authority.” 

 In this case Archbishop Costelloe was choosing Petrine teaching of the Church to the State’s 
ruling that priests should reveal what is spoken in the Sacrament of Confession.  

According to the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus said, “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.”” (Matthew 16:19).  It happened in Caesarea Philippi, in front of the magnificent temple to a 
Roman deity.  The Roman temple in the background reminded poignantly reminded the people that the 
only choice they have is between Roman reign and Jewish religious precepts.  Now Jesus, with his 
commissioning of Peter as the foundation of the Church, teaches that there is a third option, and that is to 
go by his teachings handed over to the generations to come by the Apostles.  Therefore if civil law 
conflicts with the Apostolic teaching, do not hesitate in accepting the reign of Jesus over the civil rule.  
Are you prepared to take up the challenge for the sake of your discipleship of Jesus?  
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Holy Mass at Berala:  Monday to Friday 6.45am, Saturday 8.00am | Holy Hour:  Saturday 8.30am-9.30am 
Lord’s Day Mass Berala: Saturday 5.00pm (Vigil), Sunday 8.00am & Sunday 10.00am 

Reconciliation at Berala: Saturday 8.30am  - 9.30am.  Or contact the parish office for any other time.   
For Baptisms, Weddings, Bible Study and Catholic Enquiry, please contact Fr Thomas or the parish office on 9644 7787. 

Sick:   Sr Tomsy, Tony Draybi, Antoinette Draybi, 
Graham Turner, Sr Salve Stuart, Sandra S,  Theo 
Bergstedt 
  
Recently Deceased:   Giuseppina Papandrea, 
Soledad Domingo-Lorenzo 
 
Deceased:  Fr Spora, Fr Kings, Hasna Lahoud 
 
Anniversary:  Anthony Ne, Perfecto Olarte, Helen 
Sammut, Pierre Draybi 

Deceased Members and Friends of:  Scully & 
Lynch Families, Alinson, Eamiguel, Mari & 
Gonzales Families,  Rodrigues Family, O’Dwyer & 
Erwin Families, Ross & Mitchell Families 
 
Birthday:  Carmel Martin 
 
Other Intentions:  For Lebanon.  For all those 
affected by the Corona Virus.  Holy Souls in 
Purgatory.  For the intention of the Holy Father.  

MASS INTENTIONS 



Entrance Antiphon 
Cf. Ps 85:1-3 

Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; save the 
servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 
 

First Reading    
Is 22:19-23 

 
Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the master of 
the palace: 
 
I dismiss you from your office, I remove you from 
your post, and the same day I call on my servant 
Eliakim son of Hilkiah.  I invest him with your robe, 
gird him with your sash, entrust him with your 
authority; and he shall be a father to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem and to the House of Judah.  I place the 
key of the House of David on his shoulder; should 
he open, no one shall close, should he close, no one 
shall open.  I drive him like a peg into a firm place; 
he will become a throne of glory for his father's 
house.   
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 137:1-3. 6. 8. R. v.8 

 

R.   Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the 
work of your hands.  
 

I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,you have heard 
the words of my mouth.  Before the angels I will 
bless you.  I will adore before your holy temple.  R 
 
I thank you for your faithfulness and love which 
excel all we ever knew of you.  On the day I called, 
you answered; you increased the strength of my 
soul.  R 
 
The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly and the 
haughty he knows from afar.  Your love, O Lord, is 
eternal, discard not the work of your hands.  R 
 

Second Reading  
Rom 11:33-36  

 

How rich are the depths of God – how deep his 

wisdom and knowledge – and how impossible to 
penetrate his motives or understand his methods! 
Who could ever know the mind of the Lord? Who 
could ever be his counsellor? Who could ever give 
him anything or lend him anything? All that exists 
comes from him; all is by him and for him. To him 
be glory for ever! Amen.  
 
    

Gospel Acclamation  
Mt 16:18 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my 
Church;  the gates of hell will not hold out against it. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel  
Mt 16:13-20  

 

When Jesus came to the region of 
Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his 
disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ 
And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist, 
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say I am?’ 
Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he 
said, ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, 
‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because 
it was not flesh and blood that revealed this to you 
but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You 
are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. 
And the gates of the underworld can never hold out 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be 
considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on 
earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ Then he 
gave the disciples strict orders not to tell anyone that 
he was the Christ.   
 

Communion Antiphon  
Cf. Ps 103:13-15  

 

The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O 
Lord; you bring forth bread from the earth and wine 
to cheer the heart. 

ANTIPHONS & READINGS 

Next Week’s Readings: 
 

1st Reading: Jer 20:7-9 

 
 
2nd Reading:  Rom 12:1-2 

 
 
Gospel: Mt 16:21-27 

ZOOM Bible Study 
 
Topic:  Disciples and Mission Commissioning in Matthews Gospel 
Time:   7pm-8pm on Tuesday 
To join send and email request to  info@stpeter-stjoseph.org.au  
and the link will be send to you. 



Have you thought? What’s in a 
name?        
On many occasions in the Bible a 
character is given, or takes on, a new 
name when they take on a new role or 
move to a new level in their faith and 
relationship with God. Abram 
became Abraham; Sarai became 
Sarah; Jacob became Israel; and Saul 
became Paul. In all of these 
circumstances the person took on a 
new name to reflect their new 
relationship with God. This tradition 
has continued right to this day. Men 
and women entering religious life 
have traditionally taken on a new 
name to indicate the new life they are 
entering. When Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger became pope he took on 
the name Benedict to indicate the 
new role and the new life he was 
beginning.     

Living the Gospel ... Who do YOU 
say I am?   
The question that Jesus asks the 
disciples is a question he asks of all 
of us. How we answer that question 
reflects our relationship with Jesus. 
But more importantly, how we 
answer that question reflects the way 
we live our life in response to who 
we believe Jesus to be. If we truly say 
that we believe in Jesus as the son of 
God, then how do we live our lives in 
such a way that we act on that belief? 
The gospel shows us that an 
inadequate answer to that question 
leads to missing the point of all that 
Jesus is.  
   
 
 
 
 

Gospel Focus    
Jesus’ words to Peter, ‘on this rock I 
will build my church’, are obviously 
the gospel writers’ words and not the 
words of Jesus himself. (Jesus did not 
set out to build a church community; 
that did not emerge until later.) In 
fact they appear only in this particular 
gospel. The other synoptic gospels 
have Peter’s confession of faith but 
not these words attributed to Jesus. 
The words are sometimes understood 
as asserting that Peter himself is the 
rock on whom the church will be 
built, rather than his declaratio .      

REFLECTIONS ON MATTHEW 16:13-20 

The weakness of God is stronger than men 
From a homily on the first letter to the Corinthians by St John Chrysostom (died AD 407) 

It was clear through unlearned men that the cross was persuasive, in fact, it persuaded the whole 
world. Their discourse was not of unimportant matters but of God and true religion, of the Gospel way 
of life and future judgement, yet it turned plain, uneducated men into philosophers. How the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men, and his weakness stronger than men! 

In what way is it stronger? It made its way throughout the world and overcame all men; countless men 
sought to eradicate the very name of the Crucified, but that name flourished and grew ever mightier. Its 
enemies lost out and perished; the living who waged a war on a dead man proved helpless. Therefore, 
when a Greek tells me I am dead, he shows only that he is foolish indeed, for I, whom he thinks a fool, 
turn out to be wiser than those reputed wise. So too, in calling me weak, he but shows that he is weaker 
still. For the good deeds which tax-collectors and fishermen were able to accomplish by God’s grace, the 
philosophers, the rulers, the countless multitudes cannot even imagine. 

Paul had this in mind when he said: The weakness of God is stronger than men. That the preaching of 
these men was indeed divine is brought home to us in the same way. For how otherwise could twelve 
uneducated men, who lived on lakes and rivers and wastelands, get the idea for such an immense 
enterprise? How could men who perhaps had never been in a city or a public square think of setting out 
to do battle with the whole world? That they were fearful, timid men, the evangelist makes clear; he did 
not reject the fact or try to hide their weaknesses. Indeed he turned these into a proof of the truth. What 
did he say of them? That when Christ was arrested, the others fled, despite all the miracles they had 
seen, while he who was leader of the others denied him! 

How then account for the fact that these men, who in Christ’s lifetime did not stand up to the attacks 
by the Jews, set forth to do battle with the whole world once Christ was dead – if, as you claim, Christ 
did not rise and speak to them and rouse their courage? Did they perhaps say to themselves: “What is 
this? He could not save himself but he will protect us? He did not help himself when he was alive, but 
now that he is dead he will extend a helping hand to us? In his lifetime he brought no nation under his 
banner, but by uttering his name we will win over the whole world?” Would it not be wholly irrational 
even to think such thoughts, much less to act upon them? 

It is evident, then, that if they had not seen him risen and had proof of his power, they would not have 
risked so much. 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney    

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police.  If you – or anyone 
you know – have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively,  you can contact the Safeguarding 
and Ministerial Integrity Office by email safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org or phone at (02) 9390 
5810.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 



 

Congratulations John & Noeline  
on your 60th Wedding Anniversary  

on Thursday, 27th of August! 

FEASTS & MEMORIALS OF THE WEEK 

Monday,  24 August -  St Bartholomew 
(Feast)  

Named in the list of apostles and 
generally identified with 
Nathaniel of Cana, the "Israelite 
without guile" (John 1:47) who 
was led to Jesus by the apostle 
Philip (3 May). Said to have 
preached the gospel in India and 
in Armenia, where tradition 
indicates he was martyred. 

 
Thursday, 27 August - St Monica (Memorial)  
Probably born at Tagaste 
(Algeria) about 331. Died at Ostia 
(Italy) in 387. Before her 
marriage her faith bore fruit in 
her recovery from a drinking 
problem and later helped bring 
her husband and mother-in-law to 
Christianity. Undertook many 
years of penance and prayer for 
her brilliant but wayward son Saint Augustine (28 
August). Following his conversion and baptism in Milan, 
she died at the beginning of her journey home to Africa. 
Remembered for her parental devotion, her patience, and 
her persistence in prayer.  
 
Friday, 28 August - St Augustine (Memorial)  
Born at Tagaste (Algeria) in 354. Died at Hippo (Tunisia) 
in 430. Though enrolled by his mother Monica as a 
catechumen, he renounced the Christian faith and 

espoused Manicheism. Taught 
in Carthage, Rome, and Milan. 
Lived for fifteen years with a 
woman who remains unknown 
and with whom he had a son, 
named Adeodatus. Baptised in 
387, together with his son, after 
a long inner struggle and under 

the influence of Saint Ambrose (7 December) and the 
prayers of his mother, Saint Monica (27 August). Bishop 
of Hippo for thirty-four years. Lived a communal life 
with his clergy and served the many needs of his people 
at a time of political and cultural collapse. Remembered 
as a model pastor and as a preacher and writer whose 
thought has had an enduring influence in Christian 
history. 
 
Saturday, 29 August - The Passion of St John the 
Baptist (Memorial) 
The execution of John the Baptist 
is recorded in the gospels 
(Matthew 14; Mark 6) and is 
placed by the historian Josephus 
at the fortress of Machaerus near 
the Dead Sea. As early as the 
fifth century, a commemoration 
of John the Baptist was kept on 
this day at Jerusalem. It probably marks the anniversary 
of the dedication of the basilica in his honour at Sebaste 
(Palestine) where, according to tradition, he was buried. 
  
  

WHAT’S NEW? 

Joyce and Sergio to Receive Dempsey Medal 
It is with great joy that I received the message 
from the Archbishop Anthony that two or 
parishioners, Joyce McDonald and Sergio 
Eamiguel are selected for the Dempsey Medal.  
This medal seeks to encourage and to recognise 
outstanding contributions and service by 
members of the Sydney Archdiocesan 
community to the local Catholic church.  The 
medal is awarded for outstanding service and 
witness to parish by Joyce and Sergio who have 
made substantial contribution to the parish over 
many decades.   
 
Normally the Archbishop would have presented this medal in person at the 
Cathedral.  But given the current pandemic situation, I will be making the 

presentation of the medals to Joyce and Sergio on behalf of the Archbishop this Saturday, 22 August at 
the Vigil Mass.  I congratulate the recipients on this recognition.   ~Fr Thomas 



Sacramental Updates 
 

We now officially have a date…. 
Sacrament of Confirmation - Wednesday, 18 November 2020 at 
7.00pm at St Peter Chanel & St Joseph Parish, Berala 

by The Most Reverend Anthony Fisher, Archbishop of Sydney 
 

Jesus commanded us to “WAIT for the promise of the Father”.  Just like the apostles did at Pentecost, as 
you wait for this day to draw near let your waiting be active, active in prayer and preparation and in 
return know that, the Holy Spirit will guide your way and help you to grow stronger in your faith and 
love each day.                                                                                 

We the sacramental team are working towards the preparations of this program and looking forward to 
guiding each one of you on this journey.  

Registration: To obtain the form go to the Parish Website www.stpeter-stjoseph.org.au, click on 
Sacraments,  the link will be under the heading ’Confirmation’.  

Mass and Commitment ceremony for Parents and the candidates:  19 September 2020 at 7.00pm. 
(Kindly note, this is a special mass organised just for the Confirmation children and their families. 
Thanks to Fr Thomas for making this personal and possible).   

Classes: 14 Oct, 21 Oct, 28 Oct, and 04 Nov – Wednesday @ 7.00pm – 8.00pm. Could you kindly lock 
in all these dates in your calendars.  

I encourage each one of you to logon to our parish website and register at your earliest.  Please feel free 
to contact me via email to sacraments@stpeter-stjoseph.org.au if you need further information.  Have a 
blessed Sabbath!                         ~Sophia Brewty, Sacramental Co-ordinator 

Current Church COVID Restrictions 
 Number of people allowed in the church 90 (one person per 4 square metre rule).   Church doors will 

be closed when the 90th person enters for the Mass.  
 

 The church doors will be left open as long as there is someone to monitor the registrations.  Should you 
wish to make a visit and the church doors are closed, contact the office to open the church door for you. 

 

 The use of face mask when attending church is recommended but not mandatory. 
 
 Parish Bulletins are sent by email.  Printed Bulletin can be collected AFTER Mass, and not to be put 

back in the church. 
 

 Vigil Mass (Saturday 5 PM) will be Live streamed, and it will be available on demand thereafter on 
YouTube Channel BERALA PARISH. 

 

 8am and 10 am Masses will continue to be celebrated.  Holy Hour and Confessions on Saturdays 8.30 
am – 9.30 am. 

 

 Bookings for Baptisms, anointing of the sick, marriages are welcome.  Schedule for Confessions will 
be 8.30 am to 9.30 am on Saturdays.  But you are also welcome to call and make an appointment for 
any other time. 

 

 If you are unwell consult your GP, and should not attend the church. 

Donations 
Paying donations to the church is made easy by introducing a QR Code.   Using a smart 
phone camera scan the QR code.  The phone will come up with prompting to open the 
donation App (using Commonwealth Bank security).  Open the App and select the item 
from the pull down menu and enter the amount you wish to donate.  This is a touch free 
and convenient way of donating to the church.  This facility is also more versatile 
than Quest Tap on facility in the Church.  The Tap on facility and cash donation 
facilities continue to be available for you to use. 
 
Should you wish to join our Planned Giving, please contact the Parish Office on 9644 7787 or email 
info@stpeter-stjoseph.org.au to obtain a Parish Census Form and a Direct Debit form (for those who wish 
to donate automatically by credit card) so that your details can be added to our system. 

New QR Code 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-rules/four-square-metre-rule


God’s Word Daily Reflections 2021 

You can pre order for $19.95.  Available in November.  
Bible readings and reflections for each day of the Liturgical Year. These daily 
reflections are prepared by a group of eminent spiritual guides and are the fruits 
of their personal reflection and prayers. 
 
Designed to guide you to keep the Word of God close to your heart and be 
nourished by the life-giving Word, to help you to meditate, to pray and to grow 
in God’s love in all circumstances.  

The beautiful icons, art and use of colours based on the Liturgical Season make 
it an attractive and easy to read Bible diary and a life changing gift to your dear 
ones that will last for the whole year. No wonder God’s Word remains one of 
the bestselling Bible Diaries  for many years.     
 
Liturgical readings of the day from the Jerusalem Bible | Liturgical information for the day | Prayer for 
Healing  | Prayer for Covid19  | Prayer for Plenary Council | Prayer Before Communion | Chaplet to the 
Divine Mercy | Space to note down important events and reflections of the day | Produced in the popular 
flexi-cover format, full colour throughout 

OTHER NOTICES 

Parish Secretary, Our Lady of the Rosary, Fairfield 
Our Lady of the Rosary Parish is inviting applications for 
the position of Parish Secretary. The Position Description 
and information on how to apply is on the following 
website: https://catholicjobsonline.com.au  Applications 
close on 28 August 2020. 
 
Aid to the Church In Need - Fundraiser on 10th 
anniversary of MacKillop Canonisation 
In celebration to mark the 10th anniversary of the 
canonisation of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, Aid to the 
Church in Need (ACN) Australia is proud to have 
commissioned a commemorative set of Rosary Beads.  All 
proceeds from the sale of these beads will directly 
support needy religious sisters around the world who - 
like Mary MacKillop -continue to take care of all people in 
so many ways.  www.aidtochurch.org for more info. 
 
CatholicCare supporting seniors 
CatholicCare Home Care services for seniors can help 
parishioners navigate the complicated My Aged Care 
system and provide services for seniors so they can live 
life to the full.  Call 13 18 19 to for one of our Home Care 
Specialists to talk you through the process. 

Parent Line: 1300 1300 52 
Many families are in the midst of or are facing serious 
challenges in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
need extra support but don’t know where to start.   
Parent Line can help parents by providing support and 
strategies to manage. Call us 7 days a week on 1300 1300 
52. 
 
CatholicCare: Can you picture yourself being a foster carer? 
Family Spirit are seeking safe and stable homes for children 
for up to 6 months or longer.   To book a one on one 
appointment call CCareline connect@familyspirit.org |  13 
18 19 | 8am – 6pm, Monday – Friday 
 
CatholicCare outreach to the lonely and isolated 
CatholicCare, through its CCareline 13 18 19 number and 
the Parish Volunteer Program in partnership with the 
Archdiocese of Sydney, is working together as the ‘hands 
and feet of Christ in the community’ reaching out to 
those most in need in our parishes and beyond.  To 
register or learn more about the Parish Volunteer 
Program call CCareline on 13 18 19.  If you are struggling 
and need help or support, or you are worried about 
someone else, please call CCareline on 13 18 19 today. 

Just for Laughs 
 

Wife:  Whatcha doing? 
Husband:  Nothing. 
Wife: You did that yesterday. 
Husband: I wasn't finished. 
 


