
 

Christmas 2020 
 We are in strange times.  Who would have thought that COVID would take the shine of 

Christmas away.  But has it?  The challenges of a pandemic and all the restrictions because of it, are 
compelling Christians to identify the fundamentals of Christmas.  Different Gospels for the Masses on 
this day offer pointers to meditate on different aspects of the mystery of Incarnation of the Lord.  The 
Birth of Jesus is a good news.  

 The genealogy used by Matthew to introduce Jesus is not meant to be the ancestry of the child. 
Matthew embed the story of Jesus in the story of God’s first chosen people.  The names and events 
mentioned in the genealogy reminds us of God’s disclosure to the Jewish people.  In a much fuller way, 
God is with us, Immanuel, in the person of Jesus.  David and Solomon were sinners.  Tamar and Ruth, 
two of the four women mentioned were not Jewish; they were foreigners.  Yes, the incarnation of God 
was not for the righteous, but for sinners and outsiders.  Therefore, no one needs to feel excluded from 
the grace of the incarnation.  You may have learned of shadows in your own family history.  Still the 
grace of Christmas is meant for you too.  Christmas means, in spite of human imperfections, our God is 
with us, Immanuel.  

 We are led to believe in the myth that military power, good medical system, and affluence can 
secure life. COVID challenges it.  In spite of intelligent planning and political will, humanity is reminded 
that it is God who rules.  This truth is highlighted in the narrative about the birth of Jesus according to 
Luke.  “In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.” (Luke 
2:1).  Emperor Augustus, with his military power, wealth, and clever systems of governing, was 
presenting himself as the symbol of peace (Pax Romana) and stability.  In fact he went one more step 
further and declared himself as the ‘son of god’.  Contrast this with God incarnate. Jesus was born in a 
manger with the poor shepherds keeping company. In spite of his lowliness, baby Jesus was wrapped in 
bands of cloth, a symbol of royal birth.  Yes, Jesus is the one who saves humanity, not the might of the 
emperor, in spite of his tall claims.  In the face of the tall claims of scientific advancements, promises of a 
welfare state, and comfort of affluence, nothing can replace Jesus as the real saviour.  Are you prepared to 
acknowledge it? 

 Jesus provides the best enlightenment.  He is the Word of God incarnate.  By accepting Jesus as 
your saviour, you and I are made a new creation. The new found life with God incarnate helps dispel all 
kinds of darkness, including any sense of hopelessness.  The COVID isolations, financial strain, and the 
fear of disease helped you and me to think of new ways of fellowship and human dignity.  The more you 
acknowledge God incarnate in the lives of others, the greater will be the peace and joy of Christmas for 
you. Our God, the true saviour, is with you and me.  Therefore, let us sing praises and say, “Glory to God 
in the highest”.  Let your life and mine bring peace to all people of good will.   Have a merry Christmas!  

~Fr Thomas 

Christmas Luncheon is Cancelled 
Unfortunately, due to the new current restrictions, Christmas Luncheon this year has been 

cancelled.  We would like to thank all those who have donated and volunteered to help. 



First Reading   
Is 62:1-5  

About Zion I will not be silent, 
about Jerusalem I will not grow weary, 
until her integrity shines out like the 
dawn and her salvation flames like a 
torch. The nations then will see your 
integrity, all the kings your glory, 
and you will be called by a new name, 
one which the mouth of the Lord will 
confer. You are to be a crown of 
splendour in the hand of the Lord, 
a princely diadem in the hand of your 
God; no longer are you to be named 
‘Forsaken’, nor your land ‘Abandoned’, 
but you shall be called ‘My Delight’ 
and your land ‘The Wedded’; for the 
Lord takes delight in you and your land 
will have its wedding. Like a young man 
marrying a virgin, so will the one who 
built you wed you, and as the bridegroom 
rejoices in his bride, so will your God 
rejoice in you. 
 

Second Reading  
Acts 13:16-17. 22-25  

When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia, he 
stood up in the synagogue, held up a 
hand for silence and began to speak: 
‘Men of Israel, and fearers of God, listen! 
The God of our nation Israel chose our 
ancestors, and made our people great 
when they were living as foreigners in 
Egypt; then by divine power he led them 
out. ‘Then he made David their king, of 
whom he approved in these words, “I 
have selected David son of Jesse, a man 
after my own heart, who will carry out 
my whole purpose”. To keep his promise, 
God has raised up for Israel one of 
David’s descendants, Jesus, as Saviour, 
whose coming was heralded by John 
when he proclaimed a baptism of 

repentance for the whole people of Israel. 
Before John ended his career he said, “I 
am not the one you imagine me to be; 
that one is coming after me and I am not 
fit to undo his sandal”. 
 

   Gospel  
Mt 1:1-25  

A genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of 
David, son of Abraham: Abraham was 
the father of Isaac, Isaac the father 
of Jacob, Jacob was the father  
of Judah and his brothers, Judah was the 
father of Perez and Zerah, Tamar being 
their mother, Perez was the father 
of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, 
Ram was the father of Amminadab, 
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 
Nahshon the father of Salmon, 
Salmon was the father 
of Boaz, Rahab being his mother, 
Boaz was the father of Obed, Ruth being 
his mother, Obed was the father of Jesse; 
and Jesse was the father of King David. 
David was the father of Solomon, whose 
mother had been Uriah’s wife, 
Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, 
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, 
Abijah the father of Asa, 
Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat, 
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, 
Joram the father of Azariah, 
Azariah was the father of Jotham, 
Jotham the father of Ahaz, 
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 
Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, 
Manasseh the father of Amon, 
Amon the father of Josiah; 
and Josiah was the father 
of Jechoniah and his brothers. Then the 
deportation to Babylon took place. 
After the deportation to Babylon: 
Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, 

Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 
Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud, 
Abiud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the 
father of Azor, Azor was the father 
of Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim, 
Achim the father of Eliud, Eliud was the 
father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father 
of Matthan, Matthan the father of Jacob; 
and Jacob was the father of Joseph the 
husband of Mary; of her was born Jesus 
who is called Christ. The sum of 
generations is therefore: fourteen 
from Abraham to David; fourteen from 
David to the Babylonian deportation; and 
fourteen from the Babylonian deportation 
to Christ. This is how Jesus Christ came 
to be born. His mother Mary was 
betrothed to Joseph; but before they came 
to live together she was found to be with 
child through the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a man of honour 
and wanting to spare her publicity, 
decided to divorce her informally. He had 
made up his mind to do this when the 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because she has conceived what is 
in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give 
birth to a son and you must name him 
Jesus, because he is the one who is to 
save his people from their sins.’ Now all 
this took place to fulfil the words spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet: 
The Virgin will conceive and give birth 
to a son and they will call 
him Emmanuel, a name which means 
‘God-is-with-us’. When Joseph woke up 
he did what the angel of the Lord told 
him to do: he took his wife to his home 
and, though he had not had intercourse 
with her, she gave birth to a son; and he 
named him Jesus. 

Entrance Antiphon  Cf. Ex 16:6-7  
Today you will know that the Lord will 
come, and he will save us, and in the 
morning you will see his glory. 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  
(R) For ever I will sing the goodness of 

the Lord.     
1. ‘I have made a covenant with my 

chosen one; I have sworn to David my 
servant: I will establish your dynasty 
for ever and set up your throne 

through all ages.’ (R.)                 
2.  Happy the people who acclaim such a 

king, who walk, O Lord, in the light of 
your face, who find their joy every 
day in your name, who make your 
justice the source of their bliss. (R.) 

3.  ‘He will say to me: “You are my 
father, my God, the rock who saves 
me.” I will keep my love for him 
always; for him my covenant shall 
endure.’ (R.) 

 

Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth 
will be destroyed: the Saviour of the 
world will be our king. 
Alleluia! 
 

Communion Antiphon  Cf. Is 40:5 
The glory of the Lord will be revealed, 
and all flesh will see the salvation of our 
God. 
 

 

Antiphons & Readings 

The Nativity of the Lord - Year B 7PM VIGIL MASS 24 December 2020 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 
~Matthew 2:10 



First Reading   
Is 9:1-7  

The people that walked in darkness 
has seen a great light; on those who live in a land of deep 
shadow a light has shone. You have made their gladness 
greater, you have made their joy increase; 
they rejoice in your presence as men rejoice at harvest 
time, as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils. 
For the yoke that was weighing on him, the bar across his 
shoulders, the rod of his oppressor, these you break as on 
the day of Midian. For all the footgear of battle, 
every cloak rolled in blood, is burnt and consumed by 
fire. For there is a child born for us, a son given to us and 
dominion is laid on his shoulders; and this is the name 
they give him: Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, 
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace. Wide is his dominion in 
a peace that has no end, for the throne of David and for 
his royal power, which he establishes and makes secure 
in justice and integrity. From this time onwards and for 
ever, the jealous love of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

Second Reading  
Ti 2:11-14  

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation 
possible for the whole human race and taught us that 
what we have to do is to give up everything that does not 
lead to God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must be 
self-restrained and live good and religious lives here in 
this present world, while we are waiting in hope for the 
blessing which will come with the Appearing of the glory 
of our great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed 
himself for us in order to set us free from all wickedness 
and to purify a people so that it could be his very own 
and would have no ambition except to do good.  

   

 Gospel  
Lk 2:1-14  

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the 
whole world to be taken. This census – the first – took 
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and 
everyone went to his own town to be registered.  So 
Joseph set out from the town of Nazareth in  Galilee and 
travelled up to Judaea, to the town of David called 
Bethlehem, since he was of David’s House and line, in 
order to be registered together with Mary, his betrothed, 
who was with child. While they were there the time came 
for her to have her child, and she gave birth to a son, her 
first-born. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger because there was no room for them 
at the inn. In the countryside close by there were 
shepherds who lived in the fields and took it in turns to 
watch their flocks during the night. The angel of the Lord 
appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone round 
them. They were terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do not be 
afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be 
shared by the whole people. Today in the town of David 
a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 
And here is a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped 
in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.’ And 
suddenly with the angel there was a great throng of the 
heavenly host, praising God and singing: ‘Glory to God 
in the highest heaven and peace to men who enjoy his 
favour.’. 

Entrance Antiphon  Ps 2:7  
The Lord said to me: You are my 
Son. It is I who have begotten you 
this day. 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  
(R) Today is born our Saviour, 

Christ the Lord.     
1. O sing a new song to the Lord, 

sing to the Lord all the earth. O 
sing to the Lord, bless his 
name. (R.)                 

2.  Proclaim his help day by day, tell 
among the nations his glory and 
his wonders among all the 
peoples. (R.) 

3. Let the heavens rejoice and earth 
be glad, let the sea and all within it 
thunder praise, let the land and all 
it bears rejoice, all the trees of the 
wood shout for joy at the presence 
of the Lord for he comes, he 
comes to rule the earth.’ (R.) 

4. With justice he will rule the world, 
he will judge the peoples with his 
truth. (R.) 

 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation Lk 2:10-11  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Good News and great joy to all the 
world: today is born our Saviour, 
Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 
Communion Antiphon  Jn 1:14 
The Word became flesh, and we have 
seen his glory. 
 
 

Antiphons & Readings 

The Nativity of the Lord - Year B  MIDNIGHT MASS 25 December 2020 

The angel said to them: ‘Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim toc you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people. ~Luke 2:10 



First Reading   
Is 52:7-10  

 
How beautiful on the mountains, are the feet of one who 
brings good news, who heralds peace, brings happiness, 
proclaims salvation, and tells Zion, ‘Your God is king!’ 
Listen! Your watchmen raise their voices, they shout for 
joy together, for they see the Lord face to face, as he 
returns to Zion. Break into shouts of joy together, you 
ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord is consoling his people, 
redeeming Jerusalem. The Lord bares his holy arm 
in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of our God. 
 

Second Reading  
Heb 1:1-6  

 
At various times in the past and in various different ways, 
God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in 
our own time, the last days, he has spoken to us through 
his Son, the Son that he has appointed to inherit 
everything and through whom he made everything there 
is. He is the radiant light of God’s glory and the perfect 
copy of his nature, sustaining the universe by his 
powerful command; and now that he has destroyed the 
defilement of sin, he has gone to take his place in heaven 
at the right hand of divine Majesty. So he is now as far 
above the angels as the title which he has inherited is 
higher than their own name. God has never said to any 
angel: You are my Son, today I have become your father, 
or: I will be a father to him and he a son to me. Again, 
when he brings the First-born into the world, he says: Let 
all the angels of God worship him. 
 
 

   

 Gospel  
Jn 1:1-18  

 

In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God 
and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things came to be, not one 
thing had its being but through him. All that came to be 
had life in him and that life was the light of men, a light 
that shines in the dark, a light that darkness could not 
overpower.  
 
A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came 
as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that 
everyone might believe through him. He was not the 
light, only a witness to speak for the light.  
 
The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; and 
he was coming into the world. He was in the world that 
had its being through him, and the world did not know 
him. He came to his own domain and his own people did 
not accept him. But to all who did accept him he gave 
power to become children of God, to all who believe in 
the name of him who was born not out of human stock or 
urge of the flesh or will of man but of God himself. The 
Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw his 
glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, 
full of grace and truth.  
 
John appears as his witness, He proclaims: ‘This is the 
one of whom I said: He who comes after me ranks before 
me because he existed before me.’ Indeed, from his 
fullness we have, all of us, received  yes, grace in return 
for grace, since, though the Law was given through 
Moses, grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ. 
No one has ever seen God; it is the only Son, who is 
nearest to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

Entrance Antiphon  Cf. Is 9:5  
A child is born for us, and a son is 
given to us; his sceptre of power rests 
upon his shoulder, and his name will 
be called Messenger of great counsel. 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  
(R) All the ends of the earth have 

seen the saving power of God.   
   
1. Sing a new song to the Lord for he 

has worked wonders. His right 
hand and his holy arm have 

brought salvation. (R.)                 
2.  The Lord has made known his 

salvation; has shown his justice to 
the nations. He has remembered 
his truth and love for the house 
of Israel. (R.) 

3. All the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God. Shout to 
the Lord all the earth, ring out your 
joy.’ (R.) 

4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the 
harp, with the sound of music. 
With trumpets and the sound of the 

horn acclaim the King, the Lord.  
 
Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
A holy day has dawned upon us. 
Come you nations and adore the 
Lord. Today a great light has come 
upon the earth. 
Alleluia! 
 
Communion Antiphon  Cf. Ps 97:3  
All the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God. 

Antiphons & Readings 

The Nativity of the Lord - Year B 8AM & 10AM MASS 25 December 2020 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. ~ Luke 2:11 



Christian, remember your dignity 
A sermon of Pope St Leo the Great 

Dearly beloved, today our Saviour is born; let us rejoice. Sadness should have no place on the 
birthday of life. The fear of death has been swallowed up; life brings us joy with the promise of eternal 
happiness.  

No one is shut out from this joy; all share the same reason for rejoicing. Our Lord, victor over sin 
and death, finding no man free from sin, came to free us all. Let the saint rejoice as he sees the palm of 
victory at hand. Let the sinner be glad as he receives the offer of forgiveness. Let the pagan take courage 
as he is summoned to life.  

In the fullness of time, chosen in the unfathomable depths of God’s wisdom, the Son of God took for 
himself our common humanity in order to reconcile it with its creator. He came to overthrow the devil, 
the origin of death, in that very nature by which he had overthrown mankind.  

And so at the birth of our Lord the angels sing in joy: Glory to God in the highest, and they proclaim 
peace to men of good will as they see the heavenly Jerusalem being built from all the nations of the 
world. When the angels on high are so exultant at this marvellous work of God’s goodness, what joy 
should it not bring to the lowly hearts of men?  

Beloved, let us give thanks to God the Father, through his Son, in the Holy Spirit, because in his 
great love for us he took pity on us, and when we were dead in our sins he brought us to life with Christ, 
so that in him we might be a new creation. Let us throw off our old nature and all its ways and, as we 
have come to birth in Christ, let us renounce the works of the flesh.  

Christian, remember your dignity, and now that you share in God’s own nature, do not return by sin 
to your former base condition. Bear in mind who is your head and of whose body you are a member. Do 
not forget that you have been rescued from the power of darkness and brought into the light of God’s 
kingdom.  

Through the sacrament of baptism you have become a temple of the Holy Spirit. Do not drive away 
so great a guest by evil conduct and become again a slave to the devil, for your liberty was bought by the 
blood of Christ. 

“Christmas is joy, religious joy, God’s joy, an inner joy of light and peace. 
~Pope Francis 

Sick:   Sr Tomsy, Graham Turner, Sr Salve Stuart,  
Theo Bergstedt, Tony Michael, Doreen Stanmore, 
Ann Bechiom, Grazyna Lukasiewicz,  Lourdes 
Zabala, Ray Jarque, Ruby Grace Amores 
 

Recently Deceased:   Elena Figueras, Cecil 
Scharenguivel, George Lettich, Tony Draybi  
 
Deceased:  Ted Duffy 

Special Intention:  Soane Loloa 
 

Deceased Members and Friends of:  O’Dwyer & 
Erwin Families, Ross & Mitchell Families,  Michael 
& Baini Families, Scully & Lynch Families, Amores, 
Florendo & Domingo Families  
 
Other Intentions:  For all those affected by the 
Corona Virus.   For the intention of the Holy Father.   

MASS INTENTIONS 

Commencing  after Easter  
Registration opens on 30 January 2021 



Rev Dr Barry Craig on the Christmas Mass Readings 
An array of readings is offered for this feast, with a different set for each of the four Masses 

appointed to particular times—the vigil (the preceding evening), during the night, at dawn, and during 
the day. However, great latitude is permitted for pastoral needs to select from among them at any Mass. 
Since the vigil, unlike the anticipatory Mass on Saturday evenings, does not celebrate the feast but still 
looks forward to it is in fact the last preparatory liturgy, it is more appropriate in parishes not to use it in 
any evening Mass; the setting for during the night should be used instead. For this reason the vigil 
readings are not treated here. 

Luke’s nativity account is divided between the Masses during the night and at dawn: the birth and 
its annunciation to the shepherds is read in the night (2:1-14), then at dawn the shepherds’ visit to the 
child (2:15-20). Each portion is accompanied by Isaiah (9:1-7 and 62:11-12) and the letter to Titus (2:11-14 
and 3:4-7). The night’s Isaiah passage is understood to refer to Christ since it fore-echoes the themes 
found in Luke’s account of the annunciation to Mary read on the read Fourth Sunday in Advent in Year B. 
Luke’s account echoes elements from Isaiah thus presents Jesus as the fulfilment of Isaiah’s words: the 
shepherds are in darkness as they guard the flocks, then glory shines round them and they learn that a 
saviour is born for them. Here Luke’s concern for those on the fringes of society already reveals itself. In 
fact, in line with his greater attention to women in Christ’s ministry, Luke has already focused on Mary, 
unlike Matthew for whom Joseph takes a more prominent role in the infancy account. Throughout Luke, 
and so here in the story of the birth, the real humanity of Jesus is presented: he is born humble among 
the humble, and so he understands their needs and has great concern for those who are pushed around 
by the world and displaced within it. 

At Mass during the day joyful thanksgiving continues again in Isaiah (52:7-10), lines of which are 
shared with the responsorial psalm. It is when we turn to the second reading (Heb 1:1-6) and the gospel 
(John 1:1-18) that we encounter the feast’s main theme, the Incarnation. Since Christmas is the feast of 
the Incarnation, this gospel pericope has long occupied a privileged place in the Roman Rite. Recent 
research has identified links between John’s Gospel and Targumim (ancient Jewish translations, 
paraphrases and expositions of the Scriptures mainly in Aramaic) that make it even clearer how 
definitively John claims Jesus to be divine; the Word is the unpronounceable YHWH who has ever been at 
work in the world creating and saving, and now visibly in it. This understanding is also portrayed in 
iconography, especially of Genesis scenes in which it is Christ depicted performing the acts of creation—
mosaics in the cathedrals of Venice and Monreale being well-known examples. Jesus (in Hebrew meaning 
“God saves”) is the world-shaping Word, the God of salvation history now come down from heaven, in 
flesh, to perform an even greater work. 

The depth of this mystery is developed in the prayers of the liturgy; there is a twofold movement, 
not only the downward in God being born, in-fleshed as a human being, but also the upward in human 
nature being drawn into the divine. This is uttered most clearly in the Collect of Christmas Day, in that 
part found also in the mingling of water and wine at the preparation of the gifts at every Mass, “we may 
(come to) share in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share in our humanity”. The same idea is 
found in the prefaces, but especially in the third, where it says “when our frailty is assumed by your Word 
not only does human mortality receive [or more literally from the Latin, “cross over to”] unending honour 
but by this wondrous union we, too, are made eternal”. 

This feast poetically expresses our incarnational theology, the understanding that while creation is 
not God it is not separate from God; it exists in relation to God. In recognizing the Incarnation we learn 
that we cannot so easily divide the sacred from the profane, the divine from the secular, God from the 
world. The message of Christmas is that God is always near, that the world is a place for encountering 
God, that somehow through the very stuff of the world we interact with God. When such recognition is 
conscious it changes the way we deal with world; it ceases to be merely a place filled with resources to be 
used for our own ends. But this all points to the other side to this mystery; while the world is where we 
can experience the wonder and joy of God, it is also where God, in Christ, experiences our pain and 
suffering. In the human being God suffers and dies; in God the human lives. 


